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GEORGE LAWSON 
PORTRAIT OF A UNION LEADER 
by Manfred Cross 
Read at a Meeting of the Society on 22 July 1976 
George Lawson played a prominent role in the industrial and 
political Labor movement for over half a century. He had a most 
interesting career, being a close associate and friend of the leaders 
of the movement during the period when the trade unions extended 
their influence and developed a State-wide and national organ-
isation, and when the Labor Party came to power in Queensland 
and held office for virtually forty years, George Lawson made a 
significant contribution to these developments. 
His father was a farmer, Alexander Lawson and his mother's 
maiden name was Ellen Rilley. Both of them were bom in Drum 
Monoghan, Co. Mayo, Ireland. They would have been small chUd-
ren through the great famine of 1845-49 when the potato blight 
destroyed most of the crop and the greater part of the Irish popu-
lation was threatened by starvation or by epidemic disease. Im-
migration offered prospects of a better life. Alexander and Ellen 
married early in 1864 and arrived in Brisbane by the Legion of 
Honour on 6 July 1864. He was shown on the manifest as aged 28, 
farm labourer, and his wife aged 20. 
The young Lawsons undertook the work they knew best — farm 
labouring, working on proi>erties close to Brisbane. These were 
difficult days in the colony. An acute financial crisis worsened in 
mid-1866 and was only relieved by the discoverey of gold at Gympie 
in the following year. Their first child, a son, was bom and died 
after a fortnight. On 29 July 1866 Matilda Jane Lawson was bom 
at MUton. 
The Crown Lands Act of 1868 was the charter of the small 
selector. It opened up new opportunities for people of limited re-
sources who were prepared to work hard and improve their leases 
which could be freeholded later. 
Mr. Manfred Cross came from a career in the Queensland Treasury to succeed 
the late George Lawson as A.L.P. member of the House of Representatives for 
Brisbane in 1961. He held the seat until 1975. History has been one of his interests 
as a public figure, and he is a member of the R.H.S.Q. 
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On 5 April 1869 Alexander Lawson applied to select a home-
stead — portion 124, parish of Warner, 42 acres 2 roods, paying 
£4 /9 /6 including survey fee. The lease was occupied in May 1869 
and a deed of grant passed in November 1874. The land was north 
of the future Warner State School site on the South Pine Road. Alex-
ander Lawson later purchased a further property on the South Pine 
River itself. With hard work Alexander established a prosperous 
dairy farm and a fine orchard. The Lawsons grew their own food and 
provided a surplus of vegetables and eggs for sale. AU the children 
had their own ponies and became good horsemen. The children 
were baptised as Presbjterians like their parents but attended the 
South Pine Methodist Church established in 1870. 
The Lawson family received their mail through Strathpine. They 
came to Brisbane on Saturday mornings via Leitch's Crossing and 
Lutwyche and later obtained their groceries from John Patterson 
at Chermside, foUowed in the 1890's by George Early. 
The Lawson chUdren were: 
Margaret Jane, bom 29 July 1866 
MatUda Ann, 1869 
EUzabeth, 1871 
Alexander, 1873 
John Henry (Jack), 1875 
WiUiam Thomas (BUI), 1878 
George, bom 14 August 1880 
Robert (Bob), and 
Mary EUen (May), 1888 
at MUton (Mrs. Strain) 
(Mrs. Weir) 
(Mrs. Ireland) 
(Mrs. CarroU) 
Alexander Lawson was keen that his chUdren receive a primary 
school education. He joined with others in signing the reverse side 
of a letter by Henry Thos. Ireland and others, dated 2 January 
1873, which sought to establish a provisional school on the South 
Pine. Alexander Lawson is shown as a member of the School 
Committee on the 1873 return. The school opened in January 
1874 and during the year was re-named the Warner Provisional 
School. The report for the year ended 31 December 1874 shows 
average daily attendance 10 boys 9 girls. The 1875 report shows 
"Wamer provisional — very indifferent slab buUding, indifferently 
furnished". On 26 July 1876 a new wooden buUding costing 
£439/15/- with local subscriptions of £98/8/6 was opened as 
the Wamer State School. 
George Lawson was bora at the family home. He grew up in 
a secure famUy environment based on his father's hard work. In 
those days famiUes made their own entertainment and entertained 
their neighbours usuaUy on Saturday nights. 
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George came under the influence of two capable Head Teachers 
— William Noon from January 1886 and Samuel Thompson from 
January 1892. He was a keen student and received prizes for his 
handwriting. His final year was in sixth class which was as far as 
primary education in Queensland extended at that time. 
At the age of 13 George left school and entered employment 
with S. Kelly of Wickham Street, Brisbane, to leam the boot trade. 
His elder brothers Jack and BUI were already employed by R. 
Jackson, Carriers, and George's love of horses encouraged him 
to join them. The three Lawson brothers all broke in horses. They 
operated three horse teams, and their association with horses since 
childhood made their occupation enjoyable. Mr. Jackson took a 
real interest in his employees, and was regarded as a model em-
ployer. Quite apart from their interest in horses, the Lawson boys 
were proficient in boxing. 
SERVICE IN SOUTH AFRICA 
In 1901 George Lawson enlisted (aged 20) for the South 
African War. He was not previously a soldier. Although the Com-
monwealth had taken over the responsibility for the defence forces 
at Federation, volunteers were still being recruited by the State 
military forces. George trained at Lytton — No. 102 Pte. George 
Lawson 1st Coy, paid 5 / - per day ( 1 / - per day in South Africa, the 
balance to his mother). He embarked at Pinkenba on 6 March 1901 
in the steam transport Tem,plem,ore — 529 men, 476 horses. 
The 5 th Queensland Imperial Bushmen arrived in South Africa 
when the major towns had been recaptured and the Boers were 
teaching Britain and the world the meaning of the word "com-
mando". The 5th Q.I.B. served wUh distinction in the Transvaal, 
the Orange Free State and Cape Colony. George Lawson was 
mentioned in despatches. His commanding officer described him 
as a brave soldier and a good horseman. 
He arrived back in Brisbane on 30 April 1902 via the S.S. 
St. Andrew and, being discharged a week later, returned to employ-
ment at Jackson's where he was soon appointed a foreman. 
In 1906 he married Rebecca Jane Buchanan. They lived near 
Jackson's stables in the Valley and their elder son George 
Alexander was bom two years later. In 1909 their house in Wick-
ham Street, Newmarket, was completed and their younger son 
Leonard James was born in the following year. 
George's first marriage was highly successful. As he immersed 
himself in his trade union and political activities he could return 
to a happy home environment. Unfortunately this was only to last 
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for a short few years. His wife died of cancer in August 1918, 
leaving a distraught husband with two small boys aged 10 and 8. 
A UNION IS FORMED 
In 1907 George Lawson, with two other men at Jackson's, called 
a meeting to establish the Brisbane TroUeymen, Draymen and 
Carters' Union. Mr. Jackson donated £5 to assist the enterprise. 
George Lawson as the honorary secretary organiser, had enrolled 
151 members by December 1907. On 5 May 1908 the union 
registered under the "Trade Unions Act of 1886". The Kidston 
Govemment passed the Wages Board Act of 1908, and on 7 Nov-
ember 1908 Lawson was appointed a member of the Brisbane 
Carting Trade Board. During the year a Carters' Union formed in 
Ipswich. 
George Lawson joined the Socialist Party, which formed a mili-
tant group within the Australian Labor Federation at that time. 
He sought information about union activities in other States and 
realised the advantage of a nation-wide organisation. Becoming 
aware that the Federated Carters and Drivers' Union had registered 
with the Commonwealth Court in Melbourne during September 
1906, he sponsored a change of name to the Carters' and Drivers' 
Union (Brisbane Branch). Membership in the new union dated from 
8 May 1909. 
During this period George Lawson became the first paid official 
of his union, and the success of his work can be judged from the 
increase in membership from 151 at the end of 1907 to 616 a 
year later and 694 in December 1909. 
On 26 May 1909 the Brisbane Carting Trade Board brought 
down its first determination, to take effect from 12 June: 
CARRIERS 
Hours 
That the ordinary working hours for such drivers shall 
not exceed 60 hours in any one week, exclusive of such 
time taken up in bedding, feeding and watering horses 
and cleaning stables on Sundays and holidays. Before 
6.30 a.m. and after 6.30 p.m. (2.00 p.m. on Saturdays) 
overtime is payable. 
Wages 
£ 2 / 2 / 6 per week for drivers of one horse vehicles. 
£2 /7 /6 per week for drivers of two horse vehicles. 
An additional 2/6d per week for each additional horse. 
Overtime 1/- per hour (2/- on Sundays). 
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In January 1910 Lawson was paid £5 per fortnight as secretary, 
exactly the same amount he would receive for driving a three horse 
team. His wage increased to £6 per fortnight in August 1910. 
August 1910 saw the important event of the first Queensland 
Trade Union Congress with Lawson and R. McCormack delegates 
for the Carters and Drivers' Union. This congress was the first 
step to an improved trade union organisation involving the indus-
trial unions in the metropolitan area. 
In January 1911 the union paid affUiation fees to the Central 
Political Executive of the Australian Labor Federation. George 
Lawson was spending an increasing amount of time organising 
country branches. Some of the burden was taken from his shoulders 
by the appointment in May of R. McCormack as organiser at a 
salary of £3 per week. In July the union moved into offices at the 
Turbot Street Trades HaU, and in August Lawson and McCormack 
were again delegates to the Second Queensland Trade Union Con-
gress. 
The Electoral Districts Act of 1910 provided for the State to 
be divided into 72 single member electorates, an increase of 12 
with the abolition of multiple-member electorates. The Labor Party 
had to this point drawn most of is members from country areas. 
The new metropolitan electorates and an improved W.P.O. 
(Workers' Political Organisation) drive enabled Labor to establish 
a new base of support in Brisbane at the election of 27 AprU 1912. 
At the end of January 1912 the lockout of the Tramway Union-
ists led to the general strike. George Lawson was an active member 
of the strike committee, and together with organiser R. McCormack 
mobUised the carters behind the strike. (Strike Bulletin No. 1 in-
correctly shows his name as G. Larsen). The manner in which 
the police and special constables had been used to opp>ose peaceful 
demonstrations caused a substantial increase in the Labor vote 
throughout the Stae. 
ELECTED GENERAL SECRETARY 
Three years of organising had established Carters' Unions in 
the major provincial towns. The time had now arrived for amal-
gamation. The first State conference of the Federated Carters and 
Drivers' Union opened in the Trades Hall, Brisbane, on 5 October 
1912, with Brisbane President S. Crank in the chair. Branches 
represented were: Brisbane, Bundaberg, Gympie, Ipswich, Mary-
borough, Rockhampton and Toowoomba. George Lawson was 
elected General Secretary unopposed, a position he was to occupy 
for almost 20 years. He moved the resolution for amalgamation, 
which was carried unanimously. 
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At the second State conference in August 1913 Messrs. Theodore 
and Dunstan attended from the A.W.U. and proposed amalgam-
ation. The Carters and Drivers' Union referred the offer to the 
branches, which voted against joining the A.W.U. 
The aftermath of the 1912 strike saw the demise of the Aus-
tralian Labor Federation, the rise of the A.W.U. to its position of 
dominance, and the slow and frequent acrimonious development of 
co-operation amongst the industrial unions. The longest continuing 
association of trade unions was the Brisbane Eight Hour Anni-
versary Union, later known as the Labor Day Celebrations Com-
mittee. The Carters' Union and its predecessor had continuous 
affiliation since 1907, and George Lawson was prominent in its 
activities. There was also a Trades Hall Board of Management. 
In August 1914 a Combined Unions Committee was formed. 
This merged in the following year into the Brisbane Industrial 
Council, a militant organisation which after several years was 
replaced by the Brisbane Trades Hall Council. An amalgamation 
committee worked from early 1918 for over four years to bring 
about the merging of Brisbane Trades Hall CouncU, the Labor Day 
Celebrations Committee and the Trades Hall Board of Management 
in AprU 1922, to form the Trades and Labor Council of Queens-
land. 
In August 1914, at the F.C.D.U. third State conference, R. 
McCormack reported on the new federal structure of the union. 
He had been the Queensland delegate for the past two years with 
a voting power of three. George Lawson was first elected a delegate 
in 1914 and played a prominent role in the national organisation 
continuously thereafter. 
The election of a Labor Government led by T. J. Ryan on 22 
May 1915 caused a great upsurge of enthusiasm in the W.P.O.'s 
and the trade unions. For the first time a significant number of 
Labor candidates stood in municipal elections. George Lawson 
stood in Windsor on 5 February 1916 for the West Ward and 
was successful by 260 votes to his opponent's 253. The property 
franchise made it very difficult for Labor candidates. He threw 
himself into the new chaUenge, serving for two years on the Finance 
Committee and over three years on the Works' Committee. Lawson 
was a conscientious alderman and a good committeeman. He work-
ed hard on councU affairs, being returned unopposed in February 
1919. The Labor Government introduced adult franchise and tri-
ennial elections, which took effect for the first time on 23 July 1921. 
However, Labor voters were apathetic and there was a trend against 
Labor throughout the metropolitan area. Lawson was defeated, 
even though he polled the best of all the Labor candidates in 
Windsor. 
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In February 1916 the Labor in Politics Convention meeting in 
Rockhampton made provision for representation on the Central 
Political Executive of affiliated trade unions other than the A.W.U. 
In June, Lawson topped the poll as one of two representatives of 
the smaU unions on the Q.C.E. There were ten candidates. 
George Lawson: This was the picture he used for his political pamphlets over many years. 
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He was active for almost 16 years on the C.P.E. which in 1918 
became the Q.C.E. In November 1923 he was elected to the 
Executive Committee. From January 1925 the Carters and Drivers' 
Union had so increased in size that it became entitled to Q.C.E. 
representation in its own right. Lawson became its first delegate, 
and so remained untU he was elected to the Federal Parliament. 
He was a regular attender at Q.C.E. meetings expressing the union 
point of view, sometimes critical of State Parliamentarians. 
The confidence which built up caused the Parliamentary Labor 
Party to place his name on a list of possible nominees to the Legis-
lative Council submitted to the C.P.E. in October 1917. The 
abolition of the Legislative Council remained a major objective 
of the Labor Party. Its continued opposition to legislation which 
had been included in the successive Labor policy speeches made 
the party more determined. 
In August 1919 a further list of nominees was prepared and 
George Lawson was one of three appointed to the Legislative 
CouncU, being summoned on 19 August. Fourteen further appoint-
ments were made in February 1920. Lawson did not play a major 
role in the Legislative Council. He attended the meetings, which 
were infrequent, and also Caucus meetings. In August 1921 he 
seconded the Address-in-Reply and on 26 October 1921 voted in 
support of the "Constitution Act Amendment Bill" which brought 
about the abolition of the Legislative Council on 23 March 1922. 
At 41 he had concluded his career as an alderman and as an 
M.L.C. He was to submit his name again as an aldermanic candid-
ate in Windsor, but without success. He had withdrawn a nomin-
ation for a Senate plebiscite in 1916 and he again nominated and 
withdrew from a plebiscite for the Enoggera State seat in 1922. 
The years immediately ahead of him were devoted to building his 
union, to strengthening the newly formed Trades and Labor Council 
of Queensland and to remaining active on the Q.C.E. Since the 
death of his wife in August 1918 he had as a devoted father spent 
much of his spare time caring for his sons George and Len. 
In 1916 the Ryan Government had brought down the Industrial 
Arbitration Act, and in March 1917 the Federated Carters and 
Drivers' Union (Queensland Branch) registered under the Act. By 
the time of its third State conference in August 1918 the union had 
1288 members in Queensland. George was Secretary of State Con-
ference, Secretary of the Board of Control, and Secretary of the 
Brisbane branch. His salary was increased to £7 per week by 
unanimous vote. 
In December 1925 he represented Queensland at the Federal 
conference of the union which decided to bring about the amal-
gamation of all Road Transport Unions in Australia. The union 
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changed its name on 27 September 1926. Lawson was never chal-
lenged as General Secretary or Secretary of the Brisbane branch, 
and he was a delegate to the Federal conference of the union from 
1914 to 1932. As a delegate from his union he attended every 
Trade Union Congress from the first in 1910 to the eighth in 1931 
with the exception of the 1918 T.U.C. when his wife was dying 
of cancer. In 1927 he was president of the T.U.C. 
In March 1925 he was selected by the trade unions throughout 
Australia to represent them at the I.L.O. Conference in Geneva. 
This was a great honour. The delegate in the previous year had 
been John Curtin, destined to be Austraha's wartime Prime 
Minister. 
A BRIDGING FORCE 
Throughout his trade union career Lawson acted as a bridge 
between the industrial and political wings of the movement. He 
was a forthright exponent of industrial union views at the Q.C.E. 
He was a vigorous advocate of the A.L.P. at the Trades HaU. In 
January 1923 he moved a resolution of support by the T.L.C. for 
endorsed Labor candidates. He was a firm opponent of Communism 
at aU levels. In 1925 the F.C.D.U. moved on his initiative to expel 
the Communist Party from its office in the Trades Hall. This did 
not win majority support, but in January 1929 a similar resolution 
was carried. 
The record books held by the Transport Workers' Union show 
him to have been an outstanding union leader. He worked hard 
providing leadership and being always responsive to the views of 
his members. The union administration was well run and its fin-
ancial affairs kept in good order. In most cases where appeals were 
made for financial assistance in disputes, the union was weU to 
the fore. The union was always a generous supporter of the A.L.P. 
and the Daily Standard newspaper. It also had a fine record of 
support in the building of the new Trades Hall in Edward Street. 
Lawson's election to the highest positions in the Trades and Labor 
Council, as representative of the workers of Australia at the I.L.O. 
in 1925, and his membership of the A.C.T.U. executive in 1930 
and 1931, testify to his standing in the trade union movement. 
He had continued to play an important role in the Q.C.E. In 
1924 he served as a delegate to the A.L.P. Federal Conference in 
Melbourne. Prior to the twelfth Labor in Politics Convention at 
Southport in 1926 he had taken part in the preparation of the 
anti-communist addition to the A.L.P. pledge. 
He again showed his interest in Parliament in 1924 by nomin-
ating for a Senate plebiscite, coming ninth in the ballot but polling 
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extremely well in the Brisbane and LUley Federal divisions. Heart-
ened by this, he nominated again for the Senate plebiscite in 1928, 
this time coming second and joining a Senate team which was 
unsuccessful at the election. 
He believed that the Brisbane Federal Division, held since 1919 
by Colonel Donald Cameron, could be won. In September 1929, 
because of insufficient time to hold plebiscites, the Q.C.E. decided 
to select candidates. George was one of six nominees, and ran 
second; the baUot being: Myles Ferricks 18, Geo. Lawson 9; aU 
others, nil. 
The election on 12 October was a landslide to Labor in New 
South Wales and Victoria resulting in the election of the Scullin 
Government. Queensland electors, who had elected the Moore Gov-
emment on 11 May, did not swing to Labor except in Kennedy, 
and Cameron had no difficulty in retaining Brisbane. 
In May 1931 Lawson again nominated in Brisbane and was 
successful in the plebiscite, polling 283 votes as against 177 by 
his three opponents. The Brisbane Federal Division then consisted 
of the inner city sub-divisions and extended to Toowong and 
MoggiU. It was a difficult seat for Labor to win. Lawson, however, 
had a good reputation and was an experienced campaigner. A 
vigorous campaign set under way. The Road Transport Workers' 
Union donated £25 out of a total cost of £146/0/6. 
The Scullin Government was about to be thrown out of office, 
but Labor was to improve its vote in Queensland where the tide 
had tumed against the Moore State Government. On election night 
Lawson was leading by 634, with H. P. Talty a "Lang Plan" 
candidate, poUing 1442. Lawson received over 88% of Tally's 
preferences, and on 28 December he knew for sure he had won the 
seat. On the following day the Courier-Mail said of him: "Mr. 
Lawson is known as a moderate unionist and with the exception 
of the General Strike in 1912 his union has never been involved 
in any serious trouble". 
The Labor Party had been shattered by the election result — 
thirty members had been defeated including eight ministers, among 
them the Treasurer, Mr. Theodore, and two future prime ministers, 
Curtin and Chifley. 
By the next election in September 1934, Brisbane had been 
improved for Labor by a redistribution, but Lawson faced a strong 
opponent in NeU O'SuUivan, who later became a popular and 
long-serving Liberal Senator. On election night, with 12,0(K) more 
electors on the roll, Lawson had been returned by an absolute 
majority in an election where Labor generaUy throughout the nation 
had failed to improve. 
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On 22 October Caucus met for the first time since the election 
and J. H. Scullin was again returned as leader. Lawson became 
House of Representatives Whip. 
Scullin's health deteriorated and he resigned the leadership on 
1 October 1935. It was a milestone in the history of Australia, for 
John Curtin was elected leader by a majority of one. 
At the end of the meeting Curtin made a presentation of a cabinet 
of cutlery to George Lawson on the occasion of his marriage. 
Lawson had the good fortune to enter into another successful 
marriage. It was seventeen years since his first wife had died. He 
had raised his two sons to manhood and provided them with a 
happy home. The new Mrs. Lawson, formerly Kathleen Lally, 
proved a devoted wife. The Lawsons set up their home at Ash-
grove, Brisbane. Mrs. Lawson shared in his political and public 
activities. Having no children, she traveUed with him to Canberra 
and in his several bouts of ill health in later years nursed him back 
to health. 
The following year, 1936, saw an interesting development when 
the Lyons Government introduced legislation to amend the Con-
stitution with respect to marketing so as to remove the restraints 
imposed on the Commonwealth Parliament by Section 92. This 
matter came before the Caucus, which took the position that the 
legislation did not go far enough. 
When the Caucus decision became known the Q.C.E. resolved 
to instruct all Queensland Federal Members and Senators to support 
the Government's legislation because it was in line with the policy 
of the State Labor Government. 
At a special meeting on 22 October the Caucus resolved to give 
Queensland members a free hand as to their vote on the BiU. On 
29 October George Lawson with other Queensland members voted 
against the Labor Party on the third reading of the Constitution 
Alteration (Marketing) Bill 1936. 
The A.L.P. Federal Executive considered these events in 1937 
on an initiative of Jack Beasley, who moved unsuccessfully to have 
the Q.C.E. expelled. However, the 1939 Federal Conference de-
cided that no State Executive may direct members of the F.P.L.P. 
in regard to matters affecting the Federal Platform or proposed 
legislation. This decision remains the policy of the A.L.P. 
IN FEDERAL CABINET 
As the 1940 election approached John Curtin, like Andrew 
Fisher in 1914. pledged all-out support for the allied cause in 
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Worid War II, together with a programme of social reform. The 
election on 21 September 1940 saw substantial Labor Party gains. 
The Government was in the precarious position of depending on 
the support of two independents. One of the factors in Labor's 
good standing was its participation in the Advisory War Council 
and public respect for John Curtin's careful and responsible leader-
ship. In June the Government proposed to establish standing com-
mittees, including one on war expenditure. George Lawson was 
successful in the ballot and was appointed by Curtin to that com-
mittee. He served on the committee until he entered the Ministry 
in October 1941, and was again appointed in October 1943. The 
committee functioned until August 1946. Harold Holt, then Prime 
Minister and formeriy Deputy Chairman of the committee, paid 
a tribute to Lawson's work on it when he was speaking to Lawson's 
obituary in 1967. 
Personal intrigues against Menzies within his own party made 
his position very difficult. He resigned the leadership and A. W. 
Fadden was elected joint leader. The Fadden Ministry was sworn 
in on 29 August 1941 but survived only until 3 October when the 
two independents voted for a censure motion and indicated support 
for a Labor Government as being in Australia's best interests at 
that time. 
On 6 October Caucus elected the ministry and Lawson was 
elected in the last ballot, defeating Arthur Calwell by four votes. 
On the following day he was sworn in as Minister for Transport, 
Minister assisting the Postmaster-General. The Postmaster-General, 
Senator W. P. Ashley, was also Minister for Information and 
George Lawson represented him in the House of Representatives. 
The Department of Transport had been established four months 
before, being concerned only with road and rail transport. In 
December 1941 the National Security (Road Transport) Reg-
ulations brought all road and rail transport under Commonwealth 
control, the Minister for Transport being vested with powers of 
"direction, requisition and control" in the interest of public security 
and the prosecution of the war. Paul Hasluck in his "The Gov-
ernment and the People 1939-41" said — "The Department of 
Transport was always a small department . . . it was a secretarial 
and co-ordinating department rather than one with any significant 
executive role". 
George Lawson was not a senior Minister. He would, however, 
have been conscientious, and without any doubt his long trade 
union experience, his broad knowledge of road transport, and his 
common sense would have made him a valuable member of the 
Ministerial team. 
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A further situation where the Q.C.E. gave a direction to Federal 
members arose in 1942. On 15 May the Treasurer, J. B. Chifley, 
introduced four BiUs to establish the Commonwealth as the sole 
authority to impose income tax until the end of the financial year 
in which the war would come to an end. 
All of the States were opposed to the measures and none of the 
Premiers was more vocal than the Queensland Premier, Forgan 
Smith. The Q.C.E. supported the Premier and sent its president 
and secretary, Messrs. C. G. FaUon and S. J. Bryan to Canberra 
to place the Q.C.E. views before Queensland members. The Q.C.E. 
caUed a special meeting and wrote to Queensland members, the 
Prime Minister, Treasurer, and interstate secretaries. 
George Lawson was telephoned by the Premier and his future 
endorsement threatened. But the battle over instructions from State 
e;cecutives had been fought and won in 1939. All members stood 
fast to the Caucus decision. It has been said that this legislation 
and the failure of the High Court appeal were major factors in 
Forgan Smith's retirement from the Premiership and from the 
Parliament later in the year. 
The standing of John Curtin as war-time Prime Minister and the 
performance of the Labor Government, together with the lack of 
unity in the Opposition camp, brought about a landslide to Labor 
on 21 August 1943. Labor was returned with 49 seats and a 
majority in the Senate, for the first time since 1914. In Brisbane 
Lawson's absolute majority was improved. 
The Caucus met on 20 September and Lawson was the only 
minister to be defeated in the ballot. Arthur Calwell, energetic and 
ambitious, and E. J. Ward who had proved an embarrassment to 
Curtin, joined together to run a ticket and secure their own election. 
Calwell was elected in the sixth and final ballot. 
Lawson was bitterly disappointed. At a Labor victory the in-
creased numbers from N.S.W. and Victoria made it hard enough 
for a member from one of the smaller States to secure election, but 
he strongly held that sectarianism had been used against him. 
In the budget session of 1944 Lawson was extremely ill and was 
admitted to hospital. His health was restored by the end of the 
year and Hansard shows him to be active again by 1945. John 
Curtin died on 5 July 1945. A week later J. B. Chifley was elected 
to replace him, and on the same day George Lawson, polling well, 
was unsuccessful in the ballot to fill the Ministerial vacancy. It was 
the last occasion on which he was to seek ministerial office. He 
was almost 65. 
On July 19 Leslie Haylen and George Lawson were elected as 
Government delegate and adviser to the I.L.O. Conference in Paris, 
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It was 20 years since he had attended the I.L.O. as a representative 
of the trade unions. The conference continued from 15 October 
to 5 November. On its conclusion the whole delegation had been 
commissioned by Arthur CalweU, Minister for Immigration, to 
make investigations in Great Britain, France, Switzeriand, Belgium, 
HoUand, Denmark, Norway and Sweden. An exhausting tour lasted 
several weeks, and in April the Commonwealth Immigration Ad-
visory Committee reported on a scheme of assisted migration. 
Calwell had considerable foresight. The support of the whole 
Australian community, but in particular that of the trade unions, 
was necessary if the programme was to succeed. 
Lawson thereafter took a considerable interest in immigration 
and in the well-being of people who came to this country. He 
developed a wide range of contacts amongst the national organ-
isations in Brisbane where he is stUl remembered with great affect-
ion. 
By AprU 1946 he was again seriously Ul with pneumonia and 
pleurisy, being absent from the Caucus untU February 1947. He 
was unable to campaign for the election on 28 September 1946 
in which the Labor Party had another great victory, Queensland 
being the only State with a substantial swing away. The vote for 
him in Brisbane improved by 3.7%, an absolute majority of 5643. 
In later days Lawson liked to reflect that his two highest votes 
in Brisbane were both when he was Ul and unable to campaign. 
The campaign had cost £346/10/5. 
FOR A LARGER PARLIAMENT 
On 26 March 1947 Lawson in Caucus gave notice of motion that 
the Party recommend to the Cabinet that immediate steps be taken 
to increase the membership of the Pariiament by at least 25%; 
such increase to take place before the redistribution of Federal 
electorates then contemplated. 
With the deletion of "by at least 25% " the recommendation was 
carried by Caucus on 8 May. Lawson had long been an advocate 
for increasing the Parliament to make it more effective and bring 
members closer to the people. The population in 1901 had been 
3.8 mUlion. By June 1947 it was to be 7.6 miUion. It had doubled, 
and the Govemment had set in train its immigration programme. 
In 1931 when Lawson had first been elected, Brisbane had 45,000 
electors. It now had 70,000, and Commonwealth responsibilities 
had greatly increased. 
When Prime Minister Chifley reported to Caucus at its first 
meeting in 1948 that a sub-committee of Cabinet had been appoint-
ed to deal with the redistribution, Lawson again moved "that 
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Pariiament be increased by additional members". He was successful 
by 39 votes to 18, and a further motion by Senator McKenna that 
there be an increase of four Senators in each State laid the basis 
on which the 1949 redistribution was brought down. 
On 13 August 1947 the High Court held that Section 48 of the 
Banking Act 1945 was invalid, and three days later Chifley an-
nounced the preparation of legislation to nationalise the banks. This 
detonated an explosion of political activity which increased after 
the legislation was introduced two months later and continued 
until the Labor Government was defeated at the end of 1949. 
Nationalism of banking had been a plank of the Federal platform 
since 1934. It had overwhelming support amongst the branch mem-
bership and the trade unions. It was an issue on which emotional 
opposition could be built up, and was without any doubt the major 
election issue in 1949. Brisbane on its new boundaries suffered a 
loss in the Labor vote of 2.23% but George Lawson stiU had an 
absolute majority of 1667. It was altogether a satisfactory result. 
In his 1949 policy speech Mr. R. G. Menzies pledged that a 
Liberal-Country Party Government would dissolve the Communist 
Party and that no Communist would be eligible for Commonwealth 
employment or office in a trade union. He introduced the Com-
munist Party Dissolution BiU in AprU 1950. 
The 1948 A.L.P. Commonwealth Conference which Lawson 
attended, had reaffirmed the party's strong opposition to Com-
munism, and the Industrial Groups were fighting with Communists 
for the control of the Unions. Caucus sought to amend the onus-of-
proof clause, to modify the right of search without warrant, and 
to secure the right of appeal to a State Supreme Court as well as 
the High Court. The A.L.P. majority in the Senate amended the 
Bill to meet Labor's strong objections, and the BUI was brought 
back in the Budget session. In October the A.L.P. Federal 
Executive directed the F.P.L.P. to pass the Bill. 
George Lawson attended the 19th A.L.P. Commonwealth Tri-
ennial Conference in Canberra on 1 March 1951 and succeeding 
days. At the conference the action of the Federal Executive was 
endorsed. 
The Labor Senate majority amended legislation to restore the 
Commonwealth Bank Board and referred the Bill to a select com-
mittee for report. Mr. Menzies obtained a double dissolution and 
the election was held on 28 April 1951. The Government fought 
the election on the intemational situation and the need to suppress 
subversive elements, in particular the Communist Party. Labor 
concentrated on inflation. At the polls Labor gained five seats in 
the House of Representatives but lost control of the Senate. 
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It was obvious that the issue of how to deal with Communism 
remained a divisive one in the Labor Party. Dr. Evatt, who had 
succeeded Chifley as leader, had previously caused much controv-
ersy by appearing in the High Court for Communist-led unions. 
He fought a vigorous campaign against the referendum which sought 
to give the Commonwealth Parliament the power to make laws in 
respect of Communists and Communism. He fought the 1953 Senate 
election on unemployment, inflation and the deterioration of social 
services. It was a vigorous campaign with only a slight improve-
ment in the Labor vote. 
PARTY IN TURMOIL 
It was widely believed throughout Australia that Dr. Evatt was 
sympathetic to the Communists or unwittingly carrying out their 
policies. The 1954 election campaign focussed on personalities, 
with a bitter personal campaign directed against Evatt. It was notice-
able throughout Queensland that some State members did not 
support the campaign excepting in a modest way. There was a 
loss of over 5% in the Labor vote throughout Australia. The vote 
in Queensland decUned only marginally, but in Brisbane by 3.3%. 
George Lawson's absolute majority of 2349 was a very satisfactory 
result in all the circumstances. 
Lawson had been a loyal supporter of Dr. Evatt throughout the 
struggle. His relationships wim some of the State members and 
some branch officials became strained — a new development, be-
cause they had always been so good. The stage was set for the 
expulsion of Premier Gair in AprU 1957 and the formation of the 
Queensland Labor Party. Three of the M's.L.A. in the Brisbane 
Division and one alderman joined the Q.L.P. Most of the activity 
took place in the branches where some split whUe others suffered 
the loss of only one or two. The split had a much smaUer effect 
in Brisbane than in other places. 
Lawson knew he was facing a strong challenge at the next Federal 
election. There was some talk around the branches about his age. 
He was fortunate, however, to have loyal branch officials who 
realised he had become a legend in the electorate and was the best 
chance of holding Labor votes for the Q.L.P. He had, in addition, 
an impeccable anti-Communist background and for a man of his 
age was incredibly alert and active. In March 1958 when nomin-
ations closed, Lawson was again the only nominee. In ten elections 
he had never been opposed for endorsement. 
Dr. Evatt was fighting his best campaign with strong emphasis 
on social security and the economic management of the Menzies 
Govemment. The campaign in Brisbane is dealt with at some 
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length in "Australia Votes" by D. W. Rawson in a chapter by Colin 
Hughes and B. O. Knox. 
On election night the party faithful gathered for a "victory 
social" in the Trades Hall. As the booth figures came in it was 
obvious there was a 5% loss in the A.L.P. vote, with the Q.L.P. 
polling about 10%. This meant the seat could easily be lost, but it 
was known that the postal voting had been weU done. As the week 
passed, Lawson was quietly optimistic. At the distribution of prefer-
ences there was surprise when the Liberal candidate received 34% 
of the Communist preferences, but when the Q.L.P. preferences 
were distributed George Lawson received over 18% and was 
returned. 
He was fairly quiet in the Parliament over his last three years. 
He continued his interest in Social Services and regularly attended 
his Brisbane office where Miss McCook had been his secretary 
for over 25 years. He was iU for some months early in 1960, and 
announced on 29 July 1960 that he would not contest the ne.xt 
election. A plebiscite was held on 3 December 1960 and Manfred 
Cross was successful against four other candidates. 
Early in 1961 Lawson was elected in Caucus unopposed as 
delegate to the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Con-
ference in London. On 2 April, his last day in the House of Rep-
resentatives tributes were paid by Prime Minister Menzies, Mr. 
McEwan and Mr. Calwell, the leaders of aU the major parties. 
In 1962 the Ashgrove branch of the A.L.P. nominated him for 
Life Membership and the gold badge was presented to him by 
Arthur Calwell, Leader of the Federal Parliamentary Labor Party. 
It was a memorable evening and Lawson was able to reminisce 
about his long history in the industrial and political movement. 
He spent the last five years of his life in quiet retirement at 
Ashgrove and passed away quietly at home on Friday, 25 Novem-
ber 1966. The following day was election day again, with another 
struggle to hold the Brisbane seat, and the party stalwarts on the 
booths were saddened to hear of the death of their former member. 
He received a State funeral, and a Requiem Mass was said by 
Monsignor Leo Carlton, the former Administrator of St. Stephen's 
Cathedral. He was buried at Pinaroo Lawn Cemetery only a short 
distance from the former dairy farm where he was born. 
George Lawson was always a devoted famUy man. His hobbies 
revolved around his home and his garden. He had a life-long interest 
in horses, and in those days when members spent the weekends in 
Canberra, followed the races. 
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In the Labor Party he stood in the centre of the political spectmm. 
He was well read, had opinions on most matters and was forthright 
in expressing his views. For the last decade or so of his Parlia-
mentary career he was an "elder statesman", giving encouragement 
and advice to the younger members of the party. He was above 
everything else a person of integrity. He had an impeccable loyalty 
to the policy of the A.L.P. and the coUective decisions of Caucus. 
George Lawson played a major role in the foundation of his 
union and its development in Queensland over 25 years. He played 
an important part in the Trades and Labor CouncU, and readily 
assisted other unions. He had a long and meritorious career in 
the House of Representatives where he served just 10 days short 
of 30 years. 
